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Your task is to select a geographical world issue and write a comprehensive analysis based on your own research.  You will collect a number of articles that reflect a variety of viewpoints on your chosen topic.  Submitted documents are to include but are not limited to an overview or background to your issue, a thorough analysis of the current status of your issue, future predictions on the issue, and an extensive bibliography comprised of a variety of media sources.  You must properly source all information gathered during your research.
The due dates for this assignment will be staggered throughout the semester depending on when you choose your topic.  Everyone will have the same amount of time to complete their paper once their topic has been confirmed.  Those who pick their topic first have the earliest due date but also get their choice of topics.  No topic can be done by more than one student.  If more than five students wish to pick their topics on any given Monday, a draw will be held to see which students get to pick their topics that day.  If fewer than five students wish to pick their topics on any given Monday, names will be randomly selected from the class list and those students must choose a topic on that day.  Highlight your due dates once you have chosen your topic.  If you picked first, your due dates are the first ones listed for each component; if you picked fourth, your due dates are the fourth ones listed for each component, et cetera.
	Topic Chosen
	Bibliography
	Conference (week of)
	Final Paper

	February 19th 
	February 29th  
	March 17th 
	April 4th 

	February 25th 
	March 6th
	March 25th 
	April 11th 

	March 3rd  
	March 20th
	March 31st  
	April 18th 

	March 17th
	March 28th
	April 7th
	April 25th 

	March 25th 
	April 4th
	April 14th
	May 2nd

	March 31st 
	April 11th 
	April 21st 
	May 9th


Evaluation


Each component of this assignment must be completed.  Deadlines are dependent on when you choose your topic, as outlined above.  Re-read the portions of your Student Agenda and the Course Outline regarding late assessment tasks.


Marks will be allotted for the bibliography (out of 10) and for the conference (out of 20), which will become part of your term mark.  The essay itself will comprise 15% of your final grade.  Be sure that your final report meets the expectations outlined in the rubric provided before submitting your paper on the due date.

Possible Topics – Any geographical world issue.  Please consult the course website for lists of previous topics that have been approved for independent study but know that other topics may be proposed for study.
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Components of a Major Research Paper

Title Page (1 page*)

- title (top, centre);  author, course, school, and date (bottom, right)

Introduction (0.5 - 1 page)

- grab attention, set theme and tone

- perhaps tell a relevant story
Thesis (0.5 - 1 page)

- summarize the issue to be discussed, break it down into a set of 3 or 4 proofs
Background Information (2 - 3 pages)

- information to provide context about the issue 

- organized chronologically or into themes

- not where the proofs to the thesis are to be discussed
Discussion (3 - 4 pages)

- prove your thesis based on your pre-established arguments

Implications (1-2 pages)
- now that you’ve proved your thesis, discuss your conclusion’s relevance to the real world

- identify areas for further research by others
Conclusion / Summary (0.5 - 1 page)

- summarize the proofs and implications that you proved

- make relevant conclusions
Methodology (1 - 1.5 pages)

- how the research for the paper was carried out

- how the subjects and readings were selected

References (as long as necessary, beginning on a new page)

- from a variety of media (journals, newspapers, magazines, texts, internet, multimedia)

- list all sources whose information is contained in the body of the paper

- source each piece of information that is not your own original idea using embedded references by including the following information at the end of the sentence (Last Name, Year).

- properly format your list of reference (locate and follow a style guide;  see the sample below for basic structure)

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name.  (Year of Publication)  Title of Publication.  City of Publication:  Publisher.

*With the exception of the title page (always 1 full page), the page numbers suggested above are for a 10 page paper (not including appendices).  For a shorter or longer paper, multiply or divide each section’s suggested page length by the appropriate fraction (e.g. for a 15 page paper, multiply each section’s suggested page length by 1.5).
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What is a Thesis Statement?

A thesis statement is:

 • a clear, concise and brief statement of the main idea. The thesis statement may be  

 written in more than one sentence but should be as brief and concise as possible.

 • an answer to your research question, the statement which presents the specific

 controlling idea of your research paper.

 • answers the question “So what?” and provides the reason for your research

General Subject


-child labour in developing countries

Research Question


-Why is there so much child labour in developing






countries?

Specific Topic


-the economic necessity of child labour

Thesis statement


-Child labour is an economic necessity in developing






countries.
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Independent Study Project Bibliography

On or before your scheduled due date for phase two of your I.S.P., you will be asked to submit an annotated bibliography about your chosen geographical issue.  The bibliography should include ten to fifteen resources from a variety of media (internet AND books AND government publications, etc).  The “annotated” part of this phase means that you will evaluate each source that you list in your bibliography.  Detail in a short paragraph the source’s accessibility, quality and quantity of information, and whether you will be able to use the information in your final paper.  If you find a source that you must return before completing this assignment, be sure to get all of the referencing information from that source so that you may properly identify the source of any ideas, quotes, graphs, and pictures that you might use in your final submission.

Pay special attention to the format of your bibliography.  You must include all of the proper referencing information for each item listed and put them all in alphabetical order by author’s last name.  Here are some sample references to use for each item in your bibliography:

Last Name, First Name.  (Year of Publication)  Title of Publication.  City of Publication:  Publisher.

Marlatt, Craig.  (2007)  World Issues I.S.P. Bibliography.  Whitby, ON:  Anderson Collegiate Vocational Institute.

Here are some places to begin looking for relevant information about your issue:
· Internet (google.ca is a good search engine)

· School or Public Libraries

· Newspapers 

· Magazines
· Academic Journals
· Encyclopaedias
· Governments
· Provincial

· Federal

· Foreign (Their Embassies in Ottawa)
· Non-Governmental Organizations

· UN

· others may be highly relevant, depending on topic

· Textbooks
· Personal Interviews
· Professionals 

· Professors and Researchers
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Referencing Sources in a Major Paper

Whenever you do research on a topic, you will use ideas, data, and quotes of people who have researched the same topic before you.  Every time you use any type of information that you did not come up with on your own, you must “source” the information from where you got it from.  Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism and will result in a mark of zero on the assignment and referral to an administrator for appropriate consequences.  Beyond high school, plagiarism results in expulsion from school and being “black listed” from entering any other post-secondary institution.

Embedded References

Whenever you use another author’s idea, any type of data that you did not personally gather, or direct quotes from another resource, you must source where you got that information.  You do this by indicating the author’s last name and the year of the publication in brackets at the end of the sentence that contains the information.  For example, “Mr. Marlatt says you have to source all of your work” (Marlatt, 2007).  Then, you list the full details of each publication you source in the “References” section of your paper (see “Format of References” below).

The Use of Footnotes and Endnotes


Footnotes are only to be used to provide additional information about an issue that is not appropriate to be included within the text of the essay.  Footnotes are not to be used to source ideas, data, or quotes of other authors.  In virtually all disciplines, the use of endnotes is not an accepted practice.

Format of References


At the end of your paper, you will list detailed information about all of the resources you have sourced in the text of your paper.  Note that you do not list a bibliography of all resources related to your topic, you only list those items which you used an idea, some data, or quoted in the text of your paper.  


For each resource, you must identify the author(s), the year of publication, the title, the city of publication, and the publisher.  In addition, you must identify the name of the publication if the article was contained within a larger work, the volume number of the publication if it has been so catalogued, and the location (URL) if it is a website.


While individual instructors may vary the required format, a generally accepted way of referencing information is as follows:


Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name.  (Year of Publication)  Title of Publication.  City of Publication:  Publisher.

For example, the reference for this article would be:


Marlatt, Craig.  (2007)  Referencing Sources in a Major Paper.  Whitby ON:  Anderson Collegiate Vocational Institute.

Verifying Requirements


If you have questions or concerns about how to source information in a major paper, ask your instructor well in advance of the due date for the assignment.  Failure to include references has serious and permanent consequences but can so easily be avoided.  For every written assignment that you do from now on, source your work!

More Examples of How to Format References

Book

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name.  (Year of Publication)  Title of Publication.  City of Publication:  Publisher.

Article in a Journal, Newspaper, or Magazine

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name.  (Year of Publication)  “Title of Article” in Title of Publication (Volume Number or Issue Date).  City of Publication:  Publisher.

Website

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name.  (Year of Publication)  Title of Webpage.  Retrieved on Month, Date, Year from www.websiteaddress.com/pagename.html.


Most schools have a Style Guide booklet available that explains in detail how to reference sources.  Failure to reference sources constitutes plagiarism and is a serious academic offence.  Consult the course outline, discuss questions with your instructor, and make a copy of the Style Guide for yourself by borrowing it from your instructor or from the library.  Do not just “forget” about this with any assignment!
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Independent Study Project Conference

In order to assure me that you are well on your way to completing your research for this assignment, you will be expected to explain to me one on one what you have discovered about your issue so far, and how you are going to complete your research by your final due date.  The conferences will happen by appointment during the week of your phase three due date.  Schedule your appointment before that week to ensure you get a time slot.  Your instructor is not necessarily available to meet with you at your leisure.  

During your conference, you will be expected to explain a brief background of your issue, your working thesis, your main arguments, and the conclusions, implications and recommendations that your paper will state on the issues being discussed.

Notes in Preparation for the Conference

Background Information:
Thesis Statement:
Arguments to Prove Thesis:
Conclusions, Implications, and Recommendations:
Canadian & World Issues

Independent Study Project Rubric
	Criteria
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1

	Introduction 
	The reader’s attention is captured and the tone of the paper is clearly set.
	The tone of the paper is noticeable.
	There is an attempt to draw the reader into the topic.
	An introduction is present.

	Thesis
	The main sections of the essay are clearly laid out, leaving no doubt what is going to be discussed.
	The thesis and supporting arguments are included.
	The thesis and suggestions of the arguments are included, but unclear.
	The sections of the paper are effectively not identified.

	Background Information
	The background on the topic is well summarized and organized into themes.
	A background is present.
	A background is present but does not properly set the stage for the arguments.
	An attempt was made to provide background information on the topic.

	Discussion 
	Relevant evidence supports clear arguments that prove the stated thesis.
	Evidence is included to support the main idea of the thesis.
	Some of the evidence supports the thesis.
	Information is provided on the topic, but does not support the thesis.

	Implications 
	A logical discussion of how the findings can be used in the real world 
	The implications of the findings to the real world are explained
	The implications of the findings to the real world are mentioned
	The implications of the findings to the real world are vague

	Summary & Conclusions
	An effective summary of the evidence leads to logical conclusions.
	The main arguments are reiterated and a conclusion is present.
	A summary and concluding statement are present.
	A summary or concluding statement is present.

	Methodology
	The method of research for this paper is clearly identified and insightful in process.
	The process for researching this paper is explained.
	The research methodology is present but focuses on irrelevant details.
	The research methodology is mentioned.

	References
	All information from outside sources are properly identified in the text and listed at the end.
	Embedded references are used for most sources and are listed at the end of the paper.
	Only some embedded references are used and/or formatting errors occurred. 
	An attempt was made at referencing sources.

	Visuals
	The maps, charts, photographs, or other visuals meaningfully contribute to the quality of the paper.
	Maps, charts, photographs, and other visuals were present and appropriate.
	Visuals were included, but were unclear as to their relevance in supporting the thesis.
	Visuals were included.

	Writing, Spelling, and Grammar
	Language use is advanced and appropriate.  There are no spelling or grammar errors
	Language use is appropriate.  There are not many spelling or grammar errors.
	Language use is satisfactory.  There are some spelling and grammar errors.
	Language use is below grade level.  There are many spelling and grammar errors. 
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“Eye Halve a Spelling Chequer….”

Eye halve a spelling chequer 

It came with my pea sea

It plainly marques four my revue

Miss steaks eye kin knot sea.

Eye strike a key and type a word

And weight four it two say

Weather eye am wrong oar write

It shows me strait a weigh.

As soon as a mist ache is maid

It nose bee fore two long

And eye can put the error rite

Its rarely ever wrong.
Eye have run this poem threw it

I am shore your pleased two no

Its letter perfect in it’s weigh

My chequer tolled me sew!

